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PECIFICATION 



TRADING CARD WITH THREE-DIMENSIONAL EFFECT 




The present invention relates to trading cards, such as 
baseball, football, basketball, \ hockey and the like sports 
trading cards, and more pa^jtiettl^ly to a trading card providing 
a three-dimensional efffect and relVted accessories. 



BACKGROUND OF 



NVENTION 



Trading cards are very familiar im the sports community and 
they are a favorite of both youngsters and adults alike. Various 
10 forms of trading cards have been developed\and promoted over the 
years, and each typically has on one side a photograph or 
likeness of a sports figure and on the other \ide usually some 
statistical information about the sports figure\ and/or the 
person's team as well as another picture. Premium type cards 
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have been developed in recent years including high quality 
lithography. \ Some cards are printed on glossy cardboard stock 
with crisp colbr photographs of the player on the front and back. 
Some include a korm of trademark hologram to minimize 
counterfeiting. Although the cards usually are referred to as 
"trading" cards, they are today more frequently viewed as 
collectibles. Prominent trading card companies are The Upper 
Deck Company of California, Topps of New York, Fleer of 
Philadelphia and Scoreboard of New Jersey. 

The usual trajiirtg 7 caraKmeasures about three and one-half 
inches by two and one-half Niches and is in the form of a 
relatively thin card Ravin/, \as noted above, mainly an action 
photograph of a player on oneWde and some statistical 
information on the reverse side\ The reverse side also usually 
carries another action photograpliv of the player. These cards 
generally are packaged either in ah individual sleeve or a group 
within a sleeve or envelope. In some instances, the cards are 
packaged in envelopes of foil, instead of waxed paper, to prevent 
resealing and tampering with the original contents. 



One form of trading card, called Tri\Cards, has been 
promoted and which includes cut portions of\ cards layered with 



(J 



204/151 
Patent 



bits of woo<4 on top of a base card to attempt to make the photo 
of the playerv appear three-dimensional. A form of card which 
appears similar to this is shown in Scheyer U.S. Patent No. 
3 , 868 , 283. This\ patent discloses an attempt to provide a three- 
dimensional picture, not a trading card, in which portions of a 
photograph are spaced away from a background by lightweight 
pieces of spacer material. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
Although attempts such as those noted above have been made 
10 to provide more realistic trading cards or pictures, it has been 
found that the spacing of^eu picture away from a background as 
previously proposed /Qoes not j^pvide a pleasing and realistic 
three-dimensional effect. Or/ ttik other hand, it has been found 
that providing a cutout profile oA the player bonded directly 
15 onto a background scene or photograph, preferably including the 

same view of the player and aligned with the player, and with the 
profile thus being directly adjacent the background and having a 
relatively sharp edge on the profile provides a shadow around the 
player and gives a pleasing three-dimensional effect. 



20 According to an exemplary embodiment of hhe present 

invention, a trading card is provided of the usual basic 
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composition having a master card substrate with a background 
picture preferably\ including an action likeness of the player on 
a first side, and biographical, statistical and family 
information printed on the second side thereof. In addition, 
5 according to the present invention, a foreground profile picture 
is disposed on a thin backing or substrate, and the substrate is 
directly bonded in intimate contact to the background picture and 
preferably directly aligned with a like action picture of the 
player. Further, th^eags\qf the foreground picture and its 

10 substrate preferat/ly is perpendicular or close to perpendicular 
so as to not only slightly space the foreground picture from the 
background picture but to provVde a shadow or shadow effect along 
the edge of the foreground picture which enhances and provides a 
three-dimensional effect. The background picture and its backing 

15 (substrate) preferably is no thicker than the master card 

substrate and no more than ten to ^ixty thousandths of an inch in 
thickness. The second side of the card according to the present 
invention includes detailed biographical information of the 
individual portrayed on the first sideV>f the card, as well as a 

20 small family picture and, further, detailed statistical 

information of the sports career (e.g., tne baseball career) of 
the individual . \ 



- 4 - 



204/151 
Patent 

Other aspects of the present invention include providing a 
profile picture, \ preferably action picture, of a sports player on 
a substrate of cardboard, plastic or the like, and with or 
without a pin on the reverse side thereof to form a "profile pin" 
5 and allow it to be attached to the clothing of the owner. In 

addition, the present\ invention also provides a display pad, such 
as a three-quarters inch thick rubber pad having slits therein 
for receiving these profile players in various locations on the 
pad and related to the sport involved; for example, baseball in 
10 which case the slits allow the profile players to be inserted and 
arranged general ly^tfstheywould be on a baseball field so as to 
provide an eye-cat^ching andJbl easing display. 



The principal objectives of the present invention are to 
enhance the realism of the card\by making the picture of the 

15 sports person appear three-dimensdonal . This is accomplished 
primarily by slightly moving the picture away from the 
background, providing a solid, mostly perpendicular edge to the 
picture, and maintaining all other elements of a high quality 
trading card essentially the same (witJi the exception of 

20 significant changes to the opposite side of the card as discussed 
subsequently) . \ 
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The edge >of the foreground profile, which edge is 
principally provided by the substrate onto which the foreground 
picture is printed or laminated, preferably is relatively sharp 
and an approximately ninety degree edge with respect to the 
5 overall card so as to provide a shadow and increase the three- 
dimensional effect, VThis edge can be sloped slightly either 
outwardly or inwardly with the former helping to keep a person 
from popping the profile picture off of the card with the 
fingernail, but approximately ninety degree edge is preferred. 

10 Furthermore, an objective is to allow multiple new uses of 

this trading card for game playing, for pinning on clothes as an 
accessory or for display, andVs a room decoration wherein a 
plurality of cards are .placed fh display pad according to the 
present invention. 



15 It is important to maintain th^ general trading card format 

so as to take advantage of the substantial trading card market 
that has been developed. Further, it V s desired to maintain the 
overall thickness of the card close or similar to that of current 
cards, to minimize obstacles to inserting the card into industry 
20 standard holders or sleeves, to keep the general look of the card 
familiar, and to make the card as durable aa^ existing cards. 
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Furthermore X an objective is to provide a card which itself 
can provide a reference (and as a group provide a reference set 
for a number of players) of detailed biographical information of 
the person, substantially all of the lifetime statistics for the 
5 person, and some personal family photograph or picture. Thus, in 
an exemplary embodimentX the second side of the present card 
includes this information. 

Exemplary manufacturing and processing techniques for 
manufacturing a card according to the present invention involve 

10 use of conventional trading card manufacturing equipment and 

techniques, as well as new techniques. For example, an action 
shot of the subject is taken andV suitably recorded, preferably 
electronically in analog or^igitaax form. The entire picture 
including the subject persoii_3Rd^^ykground is printed onto paper 

15 or cardboard sheets in the form pf multiple pictures in a 

conventional manner using sheet feed Mthography. In order to 
accommodate for machine, temperature, humidity, alignment and 
other errors, the edges of the profile piayer, if present on the 
background, are bled inward on the background up to about one- 

20 eighth inch. Likewise and for the same reasons, the edges of the 
profile of the player are bled outward up to\about one-eighth 
inch. Then the entire picture (subject and bsrakground) is 
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printed on thift film and affixed to plastic, paper or cardboard 
sheets or printed directly on plastic, paper or cardboard sheets 
and serves as the basic member for the foreground profile. The 
electronic image uata of the action shot of the person is fed 
5 into a laser die-autting or die cutting mold system to 

respectively eithen laser die cut the photograph of the person 
along its outline (profile) from the plastic, paper or cardboard 
sheet or this information can be used to manufacture a cutting 
mold for similarly cutting the outline or profile of the person. 
10 Then the cut foreground profile is bonded in a suitable manner to 
the master card pz'e^rtfblyVLn precise alignment with the like 
profile of the /subject iW the background picture. Bonding can be 
accomplished in any suitpble manner as with a suitable adhesive, 
heat or ultrasonic bonding, or the like. The individual cards 

\ 

15 are cut from the master card either before or after bonding the 

\ 

foreground profile. Finally\ the resulting cards are packaged 

\ 

either individually or into groups of multiple cards in a 
conventional manner. In the event a profile pin is desired, a 
suitable pin is secured to the back of each card or, 
20 alternatively, only to the substrate of the foreground profile 

(without the background) if desired. These latter profile cards 
or profile pins can be used in the\display pad of the present 
invention. 
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Accordingly, it is a principal object of the present 
invention to provide\an improved form of trading card. 

Another object on this invention is to provide an improved 
form of sports card. \ 

5 A further object of vthis invention is to provide a trading 

card with a pleasing three-dimensional effect. 

Another object^erf^ this^Vinvention is to provide a trading 
card having a thi/ee dimensional effect wherein a foreground 
profile cutout of the perspn is bonded directly to a master card 
10 which provides a background. \ 

A further object of this invention is to provide an improved 
trading card having detailed personal information, detailed 
statistical information, along with a personal or family 
photograph or likeness on one side of a trading card, and a 
15 foreground profile likeness of the pkrson on the other side. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a pad 
having a plurality of slotted areas and\suitable indicia and into 
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which areas profile cards can be placed preferably in the form of 
players disposed\on a playing field. 

Another object\of this invention is to provide a new form of 
profile pin. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 
These and other objects and features of the present 
invention will become betteV understood through a consideration 
of the following description\taken in conjunction with the 
drawings in which: 

10 Figure 1 is an expl&ded^erkpective view of a trading card 

with a three-dimensional effect according to the present 
invention; 



Figure 2 is a side or cross-secti\>nal view of the preferred 
trading card of Figure 1; 



15 



Figure 3 is a view showing the layout\of the reverse side of 
the trading card of Figure 1; \ 
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Figure 4 Y s a perspective exploded view of a profile pin 
according to the present invention; 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a display pad according to 
the present invention having slots or slits into which profile 
5 cards or pins can be placed in a playing field arrangement; and 



Figure 6 is a crass-sectional view of the pad of Figure 5 
showing how the prof ile\ pin is disposed in the pad. 




Turning now to the Figures, and first to Figures 1 through 
10 3, these Figures illustrate a card with a three-dimensional 
effect according to the present invention, with Figure 1 
essentially illustrating the frrst side of the card, Figure 3 
illustrating the second side of the card, and Figure 2 
illustrating a cross-sectional view of the composite card. 
15 The master card is illustrated at 10 and is essentially a 

conventional trading card having a background picture 12 usually 
including an action picture 14 of the subject player. The card 
10 thus far is manufactured according Y° conventional trading 
card techniques such as those noted earlier. A copy or identical 

- 11 - \ 



204/151 
Patent 

foreground picture 16 of the subject as shown at 14 is provided 
on a substrateV 18 and bonded to the first surface of the card 10 
as seen in FigAl aligned with the subject player picture 14. 
The foreground pifcture 16 is typically printed directly onto the 
5 substrate 18, and the substrate 18 bonded as by a suitable 
adhesive to the card\l0. 

This assembly resuYts in the composite card as shown in Fig. 
2 which essentially is a Vross-sectional view of the card 10 
having the background picture 12 printed thereon, along with the 
10 substrate 18 bonded to the card 10 and with the substrate 18 

having the foreground picture\l6 either printed directly thereon 
or laminated from a phjar^ograph^feereon. The substrate 18 can be 
paper, cardboard, plastic or theXlike. 

It is important that the surface of the foreground picture 
15 16 be only slightly spaced outwardly Vrom the background picture 
12 on the card 10, and a typical distance "X" between the surface 
of the foreground picture 16 and the surface of the background 
picture 12 is forty thousandths of an incmand within the range 
of approximately ten to sixty thousandths o\ an inch. Likewise 
20 it is important that the substrate 18 have tnfe identical profile 
or outline of the picture 16. This can be accomplished by 
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bonding the picture 16 to the substrate 18 and then cutting 
around the promle of the person in the picture to form this 



well as a substantially continuous profile edge around the 
player. \ 

This structural arrangement enables a slight shadow as 
indicated at 20a and\20b from light 24 to exist around the edge 
22 of the substrate 1& and picture 16 which enhances the three- 
dimensional effect without, in turn, causing an unrealistic or 
unattractive ef fect^jjdafcained from spacing a foreground picture 
away from the/^ackground\ in the manner disclosed in the prior 
art. AlthougrSihe^syfbstrate edge 22 can angle outwardly or angle 
inwardly (undercut) , it is\ preferred that this edge be 
approximately perpendicular\ as illustrated in Figure 2 which 
provides the best shadow effect without providing essentially a 
gap (as would exist if the edge 22 were angled inwardly or 
undercut) which would more easVly allow the profile picture 12, 
16 to be pried off the card 10 W cause an undercut edge to catch 
when inserting the completed card into a sleeve. 



profile edge. 



is ensures an accurate profile of the player as 



The second or reverse side of\ the card 10 preferably has 
printed thereon information which ite substantially different from 
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that of the conventional trading card. According to the present 
invention, this side of the card is similar to that shown in 
Figure 3 and inclucxes a first section 30 having detailed life 
history information of the subject, along with a family picture 
or photograph 32 in a\ second section 32. A third section 34 
includes detailed statistical information about the person such 
as illustrated various averages, runs, hits, etc. for the several 
teams the player has plaved with over his career. This provides 
substantial informative information for the recipient of the card 
rather than the relatively \pketchy information provided by 
conventional trading cards, 



Also, this section 34 preferably includes coded information 
36 in the form of bar code, magnetic, or other optical or 
electronically readable information. The coded information can 
15 include all of the statistical information in section 34 and/or 
other information that may be desired. The display pad to be 
described below may include a suitable reader for retrieving this 
information. 

Figure 4 illustrates an alternative version of the present 
20 invention wherein the foreground picture \l 6 is printed on or 
bonded to a substrate 18 again having an Identical profile or 
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outline with the picture 16. In this structure, a suitable pin 
38 is secured to the back of the substrate 18 in any suitable 
manner, as by an adhesive, to allow the profile picture to be 
secured to the clothing\ (e.g. , shirt or cap). A similar pin 38 
can be mounted on the second side (Fig. 3) of the overall trading 
card of the embodiment on Figs. 1-3 if desired. Furthermore, the 
profile pin of Fig. 4, with or without the pin 38, can be used in 
conjunction with a novel display pad of the present invention. 

Figure 5 showss^in perspective a display pad 42 according to 
the present inve/ntion whio£h has indicia 44 thereon simulating a 
sports playing f lfetd—t^paseball diamond and field in this case) . 
The display device of 42 preferably takes the form of a rubber 
pad having a thickness of approximately three-quarters inch, 
similar to but normally thicker\than the computer "mouse" pads. 
The display 42 includes in addition to the indicia 44 on the top 
surface, a plurality of vertical Wlots or slits 46 disposed at 
various positions preferably relating to the particular sports 
field. As can be seen from Figure\5, these slits are at the 
usual nine player positions on a baseball diamond and field 
comprising pitcher, center, first, Aecond and third baseman, 
shortstop and three fielders. It also includes two slits 48 for right 
or left-hand batters. Figure 6 shows a cross-sectional view of 
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the display pad 42 and an exemplary slit 46 into which the 
composite pin 16, Y 8 * s placed as indicated at 50. The slots or 
slits 46 and 48 need only be knife cuts deep and wide enough to 
receive and hold tha bottom of the profile pin or, alternatively, 
the bottom of the composite card of Figures 1-3. 



The display arrangement of Figures 5-6 can take any of 
several forms for different types of sports for displaying cards, 
sorting cards or game playing. The pad, if desired, also can be 
formed to have a number ^ot^ parallel slits or slots aligned in 
10 rows. The pad (42 can ta^e\ dny suitable shape according to the 

sport involved, and canf include thereon team logos, special event 
logos (e.g., Ail-Star game, world Series game, etc.), player 
pictures, renditions of various sports playing fields, and can 
emulate a baseball diamond (like Fig. 5) , basketball court, 
15 football field, soccer field, and the like. 



20 



The display pad 42 may include at 50 for each slit 46 a 
reader for the coded information 36 from section 34. The readers 
can read the coded information at B6 from each card inserted into 
a slit 46 and provide this information via a suitable electrical 
cable or lines 54 to a computer 56. \The data from a card or 
cards can be displayed on the computeV or other display device 
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and if desired can be converted into audio or voice information 
about the respect ive\ player . 

In addition to providing cards and profile pins, the 
concepts of the present\ invention can be applied in other areas, 
5 such as photographs, postcards, greeting cards and the like. For 
example, regular photographs either of individuals or of scenes 
can be enhanced by applying the techniques disclosed herein to 
provide a three-dimensional\ effect. Features of a scene, such as 
St. Peter ! s Square, or an individual standing there, can be 
10 enhanced by providing a fore ground picture such as picture 16 on 
a substrate 18 like shown in ims. 1. Photographs of children, 
family members, individuals/ groups, and the like can be provided 
either in a composite cardf f orm\as shown in Fig. 1-2, as well as 
a profile pin with or without a pin 38 as shown in Fig. 4. 

15 While embodiments of the\present invention have been 

shown and described, various modifications may be made without 
departing from the scope of the present invention, and all such 
modifications and equivalents are intended to be covered. 
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